
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTl~S OF CHEROKEE/CLAY/ 
GRAHAM/MACON/SWAIN 

IN RE: 2025 CRIMINAL/CIVIL 
ADMINISTRATIVE COURT 

SCHEDULE 

fN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER (2025) 

Pursuant to Rule 2 of the General Rules· of Practice for Superior and District Court, and in 
furtherance of the purpose of administering justice promptly and efficiently, the Senior Resident 

• Superior Court Judge of District 43A, in consultation with the District Attorney ("D.A."), the 
Public Defender's office ('.'PD") and upon comment by members of the local bar.(Prosecutorial • 
District 43), hereby enters the following oraer, and implements the following rules, for the 
counties of Judicial District 43A: 

I. The following weeks are designated "Administrative Sessions" in District 43A for the 
·year 2025 and shall be referred to herein as either a "three-county sessio•n" or a "two
county sess'ion''.: 

• March 17, 2025: Cherokee, Clay, Graham 
• March 24, 2025: Macon and .Swa.in 
• June 2, 2025: Cherokee, Clay, Graham 
• June 9, 2025: Macon and Swain 
• September 15, 2025: Cherokee, Clay, Graham 

• • September 22, 2025: Macon and Swain • 
• December 8, 2025 Cherokee, Clay, Graham 
• December 15, 2025: Macon and Swain 

2. Administrative sessions_ shall be used in criminal cases for the purposes as set forth in the 
Criminal Case Management Plan for the 43'd Prosecutorial District. The provisions of that 
Plan are hereby incorporated by reference. • 

SCHEDULING OF CRIMfNAL CASES. 

3. The schedule for three-county sessions shall be as follows: 

Monday and Tuesday Cherokee County 
Wednesday Clay County 
Thursday Graham County 

4. The schedule for two-county sessions shall be as follows: 

Monda Macon Coun 
Swain Coun 
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5. -· A cri!)1inal matt.er· may be set on more than one. administrative session if requested by the 
• p_arties 9r if it is found.to be necessary .to promote the fair administration of justice in a tim'ely 

~ . . ' ' . . . . 
. _. rt1anner, 

. • 6:- -_Frid.ays o(administra~ive ses~-ions_wiU be reserved for_c1vil ~oti~ns and criminii,l hold.over-
cases·wheri needed. • • • • 

7. __ Mi.irder ·cases;· All pending first, second- and und~signated murder cases .shall be _calendared 
-ihe first Spring and Fall-Admfnist~ative sessions for review of th_e status and for scheduling •• 

• . • pu_rpcises.:-. • 

• *Macon and Swain:" Week of March l Jlh_.and Week of September.22nd • · .. 
. *Cherqkee, Clay and Graham: week of Marc~ 24th _an~ Week of September .l 5th 

Capacity Evaluations: In accordance with N(: Gen.Stat l 5A-·1005, the Clerk of Superior · 
C6u"rt or his/her'designee must _keep"'a docketofdefendants who have been determined "to be_ 
incapa~le of prO:cyeding. ]'he Clerkniust-"st1bmit the docket to. the senior resident superior : • 
;cqurt}udge. That when the Clerkreceives an.evaluation, the matter.is to be set on the first • 
available_·Cri_ininal docket rega_rdless if that is a trial term oradmiri.istrf!tive term, so that a 

· hcfaringrnay be conducte_d._ • • • • • • • 
. . . 

9. -Civil Motions: His most preferable that ci~il motions be he~rd immediately after the.. , 
·con:cllision of.criminal matters,' to-avoid a ·return trip.°and associated :expenses to the S~ate and 
th~ presi~ing_j~dg~. therefore, ·counsei on civil motiqhs ·shoula appear for calendar call of 

. the c~iminal.inatters a:nd b·e ·reaqy to proceed when the criminal matters are concluded. . 
-Cou_nsei may, however; re·qu~st.a deviation from this protoco_l, which might be appropriate if· 

• the criminal-matters- will consume a substantial amo4ntof.tirne.- If _counsel does·not req·ue~t 
• such qeviation and is/are riot.present to proceed at the conclusion of th~ criminal matters; the 
judge may adjourn court sine die: Counsel wili folfow·the same procedures as setforth in _ 
43.A Local Civil Rules for 'cal~ndarin·g motions quring the Administrative Sessions .. The -
Court is_prohib_ited by Rule frpm hearing ~ivil moti~ns-from outof.coun·ty at a·_criminal. 
priority session ,unless there is an einergency. • • 

A. ~otion in a civil action in a county that is part of a multi~county judicial 
dlstrict inay be heard in another county·which is-part of th.at same judicial_ 
district wit_h the permissioµ of the senior resident superior court-judge of 
_that di~trict or9f th_at judg~'s designee. • Except for e111ergencies as deterrnined 
by theseniorreiident _superior court judge or that judge's designee, a motion 
in a civil action to be heard outside:the·county in·which the case is filed shall 
be heard at a ·civil session ofcourt. • • • • • 

· ·_ N.c·: G~n. Stat. "§" I A.:), Rule 7 • 

. Civil motions may be scheduled on criminal admi_nistrative·weeks for Fridays for WebEx 
·hearings only, The· motions· must bi;:_noticed:in at ·1east IO days _in,-advance for-scheduling . . ' . . . . , . . . 
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·purposes. All parties will be appearing via WebEx and not i'n person; If the parties desire for 
hearings to be he;:ird in-person then those motions must be schedu_led durii)g a regularly· 
scheduled civil sessi'on. · • • 

Since July 22, 2024;: District 43A has been operating under the Enterprise Justice electronic
filing systerri. With these ch;:inges and with the best practices set forth from the Enterprise 
Justice electronic-filing system certain protoccffs and proc~dures should be followed when 
scheduling out of county hearings for civil motions. •• • 

Out ojCouniy Webex.'Civil Motions. 
North C~rolina Administrative Office of the Courts has adopted the Cisco:WebEx audio and. 
trahsmi.ssion platform for remote hearings. A motion in a civil action heard outside of the 
·originating county shail be_ heard via WebEx during a regularly scheduled civil term or on 
_Fridays9uring·.a regularly scheduled criminal administrative term. Although in-person hearings 
·1:fre.presumed.in civiLprciceed1ngs; a party or parties inay request a remote hearing via WebEx by 
· providing notice to the Court ·coordinator at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing and serving 
• the other parties with such notice. If a remote hearing is requested, all parties mustappear 
rein<:>tely. There will be no in-perso'n appearan.ce. 

• The Court Coordinator will sche9ule the ·webEx hearing and will assign the civil clerk of the 
originating county as the host for ti)e WebEx· hearing. The Webex hearing will have an 
individual link to access the hearing. The Civil Clerk or-the Clerk's designee shall host the 

- WebBx proceeding.' • • 

Whep requesting~ remote h~aring via WebEx, the r~questing party or parties shall·provid.e 
notice to the Court Coorc:Jinator :with ll,n estimation of time n_~eded to complete the hearing as • .. 
we!I ~s the names and email addresses for all t~e parties who will need to·appear via WebEx for 
the hearing. The Court Coordinatorwill provide the party or.parties with a time certain for the 
hea~ing and the link to access the hearing. 

It is the responsibility of each party/attorney to provide the W~bEx link to their c)ient(s), 
. witness(es) and other interes.ted .individuals as it applies on a case-by-case ha.sis. 

Out of County In-Person• Civil Motions 
·puringregµlarly scheduled civil sessions of court, civil motions may be brought from an 
. originati_ng county to another county for hearing. Notice for an out of county hearing to occur on 
• a civil docket, the movi_ng party or parties inust ·notice the matter in at least ten ( 10) days prior. to 
the hearing and serve all parties with such notice. That the originating civil clerk will create a 
CQUrt session few that particular. motion with the hearing .clerk (clerk in the out of county. session) 
shall create ::in administrative case to relate back to the original county case in the originating 
county. That after the creation of the aoministrativ~ case., the hearing clerk will then schedule 
the administrativ~ case. on for hearitig· in the ·appropriate calenda~ session.. • • 

That during th<;: hearing, the originating clerk will attend via WebEx and be responsible for 
recording minutes. That the headng clerk will ~reate or generate.any forms needed by the' Judge 
during the hearing .and task al.I docu1nents needed for the Judge's signature.to the Judge after the. 
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. • hearing:· The Judge_ wilJ be ~esponsible for tasking the documents back to the hearing .clerk for 
processing .. .After the hearing a,nd.allmatters have,concluded; the hearing clerk wiil. sehd a ta'sk 

• to the ·originating clerk attaching all documents fro in the administrative case ·created b~ck tot.he 
. ·o'ri$inating county. . • • • • 

• , lo. Priority ofCourts: .Whene.veiadministrative court se:ss1ons conflict witn pre~iously • 
: • scheduled se.ssions.of district court or other c9urts; counsel sho1,1ld proceed first to the court 
•• ·: where the most efficient tise of counsel ,·s time and the resources of the court will be··. 

a~hi,e~i~d., usin'g Rule 3.1 :of the General Rules of Practice fot the 'superior arid District C~urts . 
•• as·guidance .• P.ursuant to Rule3.l, certain.co.urts will take pr)ority over administrative 

matters,however, c9onsel make sure that the court 'is aware of conflicts and when·the cotirr 
. ~an expect arrival of counsel in administrafrve ·court. Counsei" should provide this 
• .irifonn~tion to'th~·.n}stric.t Attorney's of~ce as wellas the:c1er~ of Superior Court in the. 

county where the court:s·ession is being held. ··All parties, the Distric~ Attorney's office, 
. Pub)icOefel)der':s qffice. arii private co'i.insel are encouraged to resolve scheduling cort'flicts 
i.n·_advance of court, · • . • .. - · • • - • •.• · • • : • • . .· . -- • 

• • 11. Tµese.rules shall supplement the Rules of Practic~ for S1,1periot. a~d Distric'tCourt, except as 
• ·they may be.in conflict the Rules of Practice, in which event the· Rules of Practice shall • 
• control. . : • • • . . 

.. 12. Tlwse ·rule~. sh~ll be: effective January I, 2025 and shall ap·piy to all cases on file as of that 
date,. without regard to: date of offense. • • • •• • : • 

• •. This, 7th
_. day ofNov~ember 2024 • 

• • • 11/7120:· 10:59:.39 AM 

t :~~ 
A,·~ .. 

Ho11ora . Tes~a S. Sellers· . . ... 
. -Senior Resident Superior Court Judge, District 43A . . . ',• 
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